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September 16, 2013 

 

 

Dear Teachers, Staff, Parents and Community Members, 

 

I hope you are getting a chance to enjoy the beautiful autumn New England weather. After an 

inconsistent summer weather-wise, I think we deserve it. Those of us who walked on Friday 

evening to show our support in fighting substance abuse enjoyed the beautiful sunset and the 

opportunity to talk and get a little exercise as well. It was also great to see the town of Woodbury 

come out to enjoy the Civil War Re-enactment, and the Bethlehem Fair was another great 

success. Thank you and congratulations to those who organized these community events. Not 

many superintendents can claim they had a chance to learn about 19
th

 Century battlefield 

amputation techniques and animal husbandry all within a span of a couple of weekends. 

 

Thank you again for all you did in preparing our students for a successful beginning of the 

school year. As I’ve been visiting classrooms in our buildings, I’ve been impressed with the 

positive academic tone throughout the Region. K-8 teachers have transitioned smoothly to our 

new math program with the support of math specialist, Kathryn Scruggs and professional 

development, which began the day the teachers came back from summer break and will continue 

throughout the year. To minimize the impact of the larger kindergarten class sizes, we 

reallocated resources to allow for the hiring of paraprofessionals to support individualized 

instruction and other supports for teachers. Continuing on the elementary front, our new 

Principal, Susan Ruddock split her Open Houses over two evenings to provide her parent 

community an opportunity to get to know her. In addition, unlike Mitchell Elementary School, 

which has overflow parking at the Middle School across the street, parking at Bethlehem 

Elementary is inadequate for larger events.  

 

At tonight’s Board of Ed meeting, I will provide an update of our progress so far on the 

implementation of the Region’s Strategic Plan and post it on our website tomorrow. With the 

support of Sue Domanico, Director of Instruction and our administrators, we have made great 

strides on our four goals: 

 

 To develop/acquire, unify and align all curricula to embed 21
st
 Century Skills and 

Common Core State Standards; 

 To align instructional practice and accountability systems with Common Core and 21
st
 

Century Skills; 
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 To continuously improve student learning through the application of Common Core State 

Standards/21
st
 Century Skills aligned common assessments that inform and support 

instructional practice; 

 And to communicate and engage with the Region 14 Public School community to create 

the partnerships that will be necessary for long-term success in the implementation of 

these critical systemic changes. 

 

I look forward to sharing with you the progress we continue to make on these goals. With the 

implementation of our new professional evaluation and support system, new electives at our 

High School, a review of our special education program, and our continuing work aligning our 

instructional practices with the Common Core State Standards, preparing our students for the 

new state-wide computer adaptive assessments, continuing our efforts in securing our buildings 

and providing a safer school climate, we’ll have a lot of ground to cover this year and for many 

years to come. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement. I hope to see you on Saturday morning, 

September 28
th

 at the Mitchell/Middle School Complex in Woodbury for the Go the Distance for 

Scholars road race. There is an event for everyone, and the proceeds go directly supporting our 

students. Please check out www.wsf-gothedistance.org for additional information. 

 

Have a great week. 

 

 

Jody Ian Goeler 

Superintendent 

Regional School District 14 

Woodbury/Bethlehem 
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