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June 18, 2013 
 
Dear Bethlehem Parents and Community Members: 
 
I am pleased to announce that Susan Ruddock has been appointed the new Principal of Bethlehem 
Elementary School. The process included two searches and interviews with a representative committee, 
the district’s Leadership Team, and the Board of Education.  Currently the Assistant Principal of Hill and 
Plain School in New Milford, Susan was Lead Teacher and teacher at Middle Gate Elementary School in 
Newtown and began her career teaching first and second grade in Stamford, CT. 
 
Susan Ruddock received a BS from the University of Massachusetts, an MS in Elementary Education 
from the University of Bridgeport, and her Intermediate Administration and Supervision Certification 
from Sacred Heart University. Her references describe Susan as a passionate thinker, solution oriented, 
positive and proactive. Those involved in the interview process were impressed with Ms. Ruddock’s 
positive energy, her knowledge of effective instructional practices, and her desire positively impact the 
lives of students and her school community. 
 
I had the pleasure of being with Ms. Ruddock this morning at BES as she greeted the teachers and 
shared her excitement for working together on the work ahead. Please join me in welcoming Susan 
Ruddock to our Region 14 community. 
 
In addition, I’d like to thank Eric Bergeron for assuming the role of Interim Principal for the school year, 
thus providing us the opportunity to take the time to find the right person for BES. This has been a 
particularly challenging year with many initiatives related to educational reform before us. Eric has given 
his energy, expertise and commitment to our school to ensure Susan is in a position to meet success. 
 
Finally, thank you to Woodbury Middle School Principal, Alice Jones and school counselor, Carol 
Tomkalski, for providing the leadership at WMS in Eric’s absence. 
 
I hope you have a chance to enjoy and relax over the summer. I appreciate your support and look 
forward to our continued work together. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jody Ian Goeler 
Superintendent 
Regional School District #14 
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