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September 9, 2015  
  
Dear Region 14 Parents and Guardians,   

  

I am thrilled to share more information with you today about an important initiative in Region 14 Schools this 

year.  With the introduction of Chromebooks in our classrooms, we will be transforming teaching and 

learning by utilizing a device that encourages learning anytime, anywhere.  The incorporation of  

Chromebooks will challenge us to examine the changing roles of the teacher and student in our classrooms 

in a way that empowers and brings greater ownership to the learner.    

  

Beginning this month, Chromebooks will be rolled out in grades 3, 5, 6, 8 and 9.  The favorable negotiation of 

a contract with Dell has allowed us to acquire devices for other grade levels as well.  Gradually, we will roll 

Chromebooks out to other grade levels.  A timeline for rollout will be forthcoming.    

  

I look forward to seeing our teachers using the Google Applications for Education and Google Classroom 

with all students, particularly in the implementation grades this year.  The advantages are best described in 

this short text I provided to you earlier:    

Google Apps for Education (GAFE) is an integrated communication and collaboration solution made up of a free 

suite of productivity tools including Gmail, Docs, and Drive.  GAFE will provide the ability for R14 students, faculty 

and staff to communicate, store files and collaborate on documents, spreadsheets, and presentations in real time 

from anywhere.    

Google Classroom is designed to help teachers create and collect assignments paperlessly, including 

time‐saving features like the ability to automatically make a copy of a Google document for each 

student. It also creates Drive folders for each assignment and for each student to help keep everyone 

organized.  Students can keep track of what’s due on the Assignments page and begin working with 

just a click. Teachers can quickly see who has or hasn't completed the work, and provide direct, realtime 

feedback and grades right in Classroom.  

Attached you will find more information to give you a better understanding of our 1:1 Chromebook initiative.  

Please let your Principal know if you have any questions/concerns.   

  

I can’t wait to see the exciting learning experiences our students will encounter and the new ones they’ll 

discover because of these new devices!  As always, I appreciate your support of Region 14 Schools and of 

your children as they strive to be the best they can be.  

 

Sincerely,  
Dr. Anna   
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Why the 1:1 Initiative?  

  

The focus of the Chromebook 1:1 Program in Regional School District 14 (R14) is to empower students to 

become fully active participants in the learning process. Through the Chromebook 1:1 Program initiative, 

students will acquire technological and critical thinking skills and will develop a sense of personal and social 

responsibility that will enable them to be successful in the world for which we are preparing them.  

Chromebooks will transform teaching practices and encourage students to engage in problem‐based 

learning and help them to realize that teaching and learning can occur anytime, anyplace.   

The Chromebook 1:1 Program facilitates:   

• Access to digital educational resources    

• Availability beyond the school day    

• Individualized learning    

• Creativity and innovation    

• Critical thinking and problem solving    

• Communication and collaboration    

• Technology literacy skills    

• College and career readiness  

What is a Chromebook?  

  

A Chromebook is a personal computer running the Google Chrome Operating System. Although this device 

has some offline capabilities, it is designed to be used while connected to the Internet. Rather than use 

traditional software that resides on the device itself, Chromebooks utilize web applications and cloud 

storage to create a unique user experience. The web applications allow the device to quickly boot upon 

system startup. In addition to utilizing cloud storage, Chromebooks have an internal hard drive to which 

documents can also be saved. USB peripheral devices such as a wireless mouse or a flash drive will work; 

however, students will not be able to install software or run executable files.  

  

Why Chromebooks?  

  

Chromebooks for education give students, teachers, and administrators a simple solution for fast, intuitive, 

and easy‐to‐manage computing. Chromebooks provide access to the web’s educational and collaborative 

resources, as well as offer centralized management and low total cost of ownership. Using Chromebooks, 

teachers spend more time teaching and less time managing classroom technology, and schools can deploy 

more computers into the hands of their students and teachers.  

  

What is the Chrome Operating System (OS)?   

  

The Chrome OS (Operating System) works with web‐based applications versus traditional stand‐alone 

software. There are no programs to load and no updates to install. The Chrome OS updates automatically; 

therefore, you are always running the most current version. Chrome was designed for more than just speed. 

Because of its advanced security features, Chrome offers a very safe browsing experience. Chrome also 

allows you to control what information you share online.  
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Will students be able to use their own device?  

R14 is committed to providing the most seamless solution to provide the 1‐to‐1 initiative.  Providing the same 

device provides the management and security that will provide the greatest benefit and success.  By having 

the school provide the device, all families can benefit equally from this technology.  

What happens if students lose or damage the Chromebook?  

Students and parents will be responsible for school‐owned technology property that is issued to them, just 

as they are for other school‐owned items such as text books. Repairs are covered under the contract R14 has 

with Dell.  R14 will replace the device if lost or stolen, but students and parents will be responsible for the 

cost of the replaced device ($360 for the 2015‐2016 school year).   Replacement charging cords will cost $35.    

Will the Chromebook be used in every class?  

Teachers will be phasing in the use of the device within their curriculum.  In general, students will be able to 

manage and create class notes using their device.  Students are expected to bring Chromebooks to school 

every day and to take them home every night for recharging. Students should not bring charging cords to 

school.  A small supply of cords will be available if a student forgets to charge a device.  When fully charged, 

the Chromebook battery life exceeds 8 hours. Since the student will not be using the Chromebook 

persistently throughout the day, and the device is designed to sleep when idle, the Chromebook should 

never be without charge during the school day.  

What is Google Apps for Education?  

Google Apps for Education (GAFE) is an integrated communication and collaboration solution made up of a 

free suite of productivity tools including Gmail, Docs, and Drive.  GAFE will provide the ability for R14 

students, faculty and staff to communicate, store files and collaborate on documents, spreadsheets, and 

presentations in real time from anywhere.    

Google Classroom is designed to help teachers create and collect assignments paperlessly, including 

timesaving features like the ability to automatically make a copy of a Google document for each student. It 

also creates Drive folders for each assignment and for each student to help keep everyone organized.  

Students can keep track of what’s due on the Assignments page and begin working with just a click. 

Teachers can quickly see who has or hasn't completed the work, and provide direct, real‐time feedback and 

grades right in Classroom.  

Can I see what my child is doing on Google Apps?  

Parents are encouraged to explore Google Apps with their children by logging in together. You will be able 

to have your student log in to his or her R14 Google account and show you what they are currently working 

on in class, as well as items that have been “turned in” and commented on by the teacher.  
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If a student has a personal Gmail account, can he/she use that?  

No. Personal Gmail accounts do not provide access to the full suite of Google Apps for Education and 

websites used by R14. The Google Apps email address each student will be issued is managed by the school 

and tied to his/her Chromebook, student data, and the apps students can access.   

How protected is my student from outside people?  

  

R14 takes security and privacy of student information very seriously. The R14 Google Apps domain is 

managed for access by staff and students in R14, so your student will be able to work and collaborate in a 

safe and secure online environment.  

  

What about Privacy?  

  

R14 is responsible for protecting and safeguarding the confidentiality of student information. R14 has a 

contract with Google to provide access to Google Apps for Education to its users (students and staff) in a 

separate domain environment for R14 students and staff. Under our Terms of Service Agreement with 

Google, like R14, they are obligated to comply with FERPA regulations.   

  

What assurances has Google given R14 that they will not collect data on my student?  

  

R14 has a signed agreement with Google Apps for Education. R14 Google Apps for Education is compliant 

with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), and Children's Online Privacy Protection Act 

(COPPA).  

  

Who has access to my child’s account?  

  

The Google Apps Terms of Service agreement with R14 contractually ensures that our institution (students, 

faculty, and staff) are the sole owners of their data. Google will only access content stored when an 

administrator from R14 grants Google explicit permission to do so. One example would be to investigate 

inappropriate use.  

Can students download apps?  

Elementary students will not be able to access the web store.    

Secondary student will have access to the web store and the ability to download apps.    

Will students be able to access their work outside of R14?  

The Chromebook’s greatest value is as a cloud‐based computing tool.  This allows students to access, their 

data that is stored in their Google account from anywhere that an Internet connection is available (ie. Home, 

Wi‐Fi hotspots, public library…).  By logging into their Google Apps for Education account, students can get 

access to their files from other types of devices such as tablets, smart phones and desktop computers 

almost anywhere.  
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What happens if students do not have Internet access at home?  

  

Most of the Google Drive Apps can be used offline.  Once a student reconnects to the Internet, the offline 

files will sync with the Google Drive Account.    

  

Will students be able to print from the Chromebook?  

  

Students will not be printing from Chromebooks at school.  Assignments are turned in electronically in 

Google Classrooms.  The Chromebook will not support a physical printer connection.  Instead, students may 

print to their home printers using the Google Cloud Print service. A wireless home network is required for 

this.   


